[Rapid screening of the Duchenne muscular dystrophy gene deletion by two multiplex PCR].
Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) is one of the most common lethal X-linked disorders. Partial intragenic deletions account for up to 60% of DMD deletions, and approximately one-third of all cases arise via new mutations. In this paper, two sets of primers were used for two multiplex PCR screenings of DMD gene deletions. The first set consists of 5 pairs of primers which amplify 5 exons with higher deletion frequencies, and the second set includes other 4 pairs of primers. Fifty-one DMD samples were screened by the first set, and then those not found to have deletions were screened by the second set. In total, 25 deletions were identified in the Fifty-one DMD samples: That is, about 49% of all cases studied were found to have deletions.